To the Editor:
Celiac disease (CD) has been associated with chronic pancreatitis (CP) in numerous studies, with 1 population-based study finding an almost 3-fold increase of CP in these patients. 1, 2 Though the exact pathogenesis remains unknown, proposed mechanisms include edema at the duodenal papilla, papillary stenosis, and decreased cholecystokinin levels. 1, [3] [4] [5] In view of the limited clinical data on this association we characterized the findings on endoscopic ultrasound (EUS) and endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography in CD patients evaluated over a 7-year period (Table 1) .
Of 26 CD patients who underwent EUS and/or endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography, 7 (27%) had findings consistent with CP. Those with abdominal pain prompting CD diagnosis had a greater risk of CP (3/7, 43%) versus those with other symptoms leading to CD diagnosis (4/19, 21%, P = 0.34). Four CP patients underwent EUS for current abdominal pain, 2 for abnormal imaging or endoscopy findings (cysts or polyps), and 1 for steatorrhea. During EUS, 4 of the 7 underwent concurrent duodenal biopsy, only 1 had findings suggestive of active CD.
With various pancreatic and ductal findings on EUS suggestive of CP, the threshold for diagnosis remains unestablished. 6, 7 Our patients had a median of 3 findings, and 4 had recorded fatty infiltration or atrophic appearance. Three were placed on pancreatic enzyme replacement, and 2 improved. In those not treated, 1 had concern for autoimmune pancreatitis, requiring operative intervention. The others remained symptomatic.
The diagnosis of CP can be challenging, reliant on symptoms and imaging findings. Symptoms such as abdominal pain and diarrhea are common in CD patients, possibly leading to underdiagnosis and undertreatment of CP. Although CP is known to affect CD patients, here we have found EUS findings that support the diagnosis. Many of the EUS findings can be age related findings, but in the correct clinical context, our results show the importance of recognizing CP in patients with CD. 
